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DISCLAIMER

 

The author takes no responsibility for any damage, injury or liability that may occur as a 
result of following this guide. The guide is provided for informational purposes only, and 

anyone wishing to perform the same modifications are free to do so at their own risk. 



   
Seat Re-Upholstery 
2006+ Honda Civic       

The following DIY explains the process required to successfully re-upholster the inner 
panels of the Civic seats. Even though re-upholstering the door panels was part of my 
project, I decided not to do a full DIY, since there is already a good one done by esx005, 
available at:  
http://www.8thcivic.com/forums/interior-style-mods/27975-diy-fabric-change-doors.html

   

This procedure is open to a lot of customization, since any colour, texture and type of 
material can be used, and more/fewer seat panels can be changed. My re-upholstery 
project involved replacing two panels on the bottom section and two panels on the top 
section of each seat with a red plush material, as well as re-upholstering, padding and 
pin-cushioning the door panel inserts in the same material, although this is optional. I 

considered the popular Alcantara material, but managed to find a more cost-effective 
substitute that is both durable and a perfect match to the Si logos on the front seats. The 
material can be found at any material store or online, and the foam and glue is best found 
at a marine specialist or craft store.  

The only skill requirement for this project is moderate skill with a sewing machine. If you 
are like me, you probably know generally how to work a sewing machine, but not well 
enough to bet your seats on. So Step Zero is to call your mother and ask for a huge 
favour! Other than that, all that s involved is the methodical and slow at first
disassembly and reassembly of your seats. 

http://www.8thcivic.com/forums/interior-style-mods/27975-diy-fabric-change-doors.html
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1.0 Resources  

1.1 Required Materials:  

- 2 linear yards of your material of choice (usually 54 wide) 
- 3-4 square yards (27-36 square feet) of 1/4 low-density, open-cell foam 
- spray adhesive (3M Super 77 or equivalent) 
- heavy-duty polyester thread color-matched to your material of choice 

(color-matched because two panels on the rear seat have stitching that is 
potentially visible)  

1.2 Required Tools:  

- scissors 
- permanent marker 
- plastic prying tool 
- two pairs of heavy-duty needle-nose pliers 
- #2 Philips screwdriver 
- 5mm Allen key 
- 10mm, 14mm sockets, driver and extension 
- torque wrench (don t skip this; it s important!) 
- sewing machine and pins 
- stitch remover  
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2.0 Seat Removal  

In order to work on the seats, they must first be removed from the car.  

2.1 The front seats are generally easier to work with, since their mounting is 
simpler. 

2.1.1 Beginning with the driver s seat, move the seat all the way forward to 
expose the back half of the seat rail. 

2.1.2 Pull each end of the plastic rail covers to the side to release the clips 
and pull the covers straight back to remove them and expose the two 
rear seat bolts. 

2.1.3 Using the 14mm socket and driver, remove the two rear seat bolts. 
2.1.4 Move the seat all the way back and remove the two front seat bolts. 
2.1.5 Tilt the entire seat so that the seat-back rests against the rear seats, and 

disconnect the four electrical connectors (the yellow connectors for the 
side airbag and pre-tensioner, and the white connectors for the seat belt 
sensor and seat position sensor). 

2.1.6 Tilt the seat-back forward and remove the seat from the car, being 
careful not to hit the seat frame on any part of the car on its way out. 
Also be careful lifting the seat, as it weighs approximately 50 lbs. 

2.1.7 The removal of the front passenger seat is the same as the driver s, 
except that the seat belt anchor must be removed (using the 14mm 
socket and driver) in order to remove the seat from the car. 

2.2 The bottom of the rear seat is one piece, and the seat-back is also either one 
piece or two, depending on the trim level of your car (i.e. whether or not it has 
split-folding rear seats). 

2.2.1 Underneath the passenger-side and centre seal belt buckles is a single 
10mm bolt, which can be removed using the 10mm socket and 
extension. 

2.2.2 Pull up sharply on the seat bottom to release it, pull the seat belt 
buckles out of the slots and remove the seat bottom from the car. 

2.2.3 Release the seat back(s) to lay it flat. On either end are two 10mm 
bolts that secure the hinges. Pull up the Velcro and remove the four 
bolts (total).  

2.2.4 Pull the centre seat belt out of the black plastic guide on top of the 
seat-back. The single-folding seat-back can now be removed from the 
car. If you have the split-folding rear seats, continue on the next step, 
otherwise move on to Section 3. 

2.2.5 Pull back the Velcro on the smaller seat-back to expose the other 
10mm bolt and remove it. You can now remove the smaller seat-back. 

2.2.6 The last bolt is in the same line as the pivot axis of the seat-backs, 
since it also secures the middle hinge. Remove the bolt, being careful 
to keep the bolt, hinge and plastic bushing together. You can now 
remove the last seat section from the car. 
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3.0 Seat Disassembly & Material Removal  

In order to remove the seat covering to reupholster them, the seat needs to be almost 
completely disassembled.  

3.1 I will begin with the front seats. It is best to work on a carpeted or otherwise 
padded surface since the seat will be turned on its side several times. 

3.1.1 Remove the plastic seat-back trim by squeezing your fingers in 
between its top edge and the seat material. Push down hard to release 
the hooks from underneath the seat frame. There are three hooks, 
equally spaced. See Figure 3-1. 

3.1.2 Gently pull the seat-back trim away from the seat to release the clips 
along the sides. It helps if you can reach your arm inside and pull the 
clips out manually to minimize the chance of breaking them. 

3.1.3 To finally remove the seat-back trim, pull up to release it from the two 
white clips, which should still be in the steel seat frame. These will be 
removed in Step 3.1.10 (they cannot be removed now without being 
broken). Turn the seat on its side and release the stretchy band from 
the seat springs underneath the seat.  

    

Figure 3-1: Seat-back trim being removed, showing top hooks (A), side clips (B) and bottom clips 
(C, cannot quite be seen here) 

A A A 

C C 

B B 



 

-    - 4

 
3.1.4 Release the clip securing the yellow airbag connector, cut the zip-tie 

securing the wiring under the seat and feed the wiring back up through 
the seat to the airbag. See Figure 3-2. 

3.1.5 Using the 5mm Allen key (and pliers if the bolts are tight), release the 
four stainless bolts securing the airbag, and remove the airbag from the 
seat. The bolt locations are shown in Figure 3-3. 
Be careful with the airbag! Impact will not set it off, but it is a delicate 
device. An electrical charge will set off the airbag however, so DO 
NOT GET THE AIRBAG ANYWHERE NEAR ELECTRICITY. 

3.1.6 Pull the plastic airbag frame out of the seat frame and unhook it from 
the airbag liner. 

3.1.7 Reach up from the back inside the seat and push the two tabs to release 
the plastic headrest guides and push them up out of the seat, as shown 
in Figure 3-4. 

3.1.8 Release the white plastic tabs on the top, sides and bottom of the seat-
back to release the seat foam and material. For the driver s seat, pull 
up and forward to release the seat foam and material, and continue 
with Step 3.1.10. For the front passenger seat, there is one more step.  

   

3.1.9 For the front passenger seat, disconnect the OPDS sensor wiring from 
the OPDS control module on the left side of the seat frame, as shown 
in Figure 3-5. Pull the three narrower cables out through the hole in the 
seat frame (the thicker cable does not need to be disconnected) and 

Figure 3-2: Underside of front seats; airbag connector (A) and zip tie (B) 
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disconnect all the white plastic clips securing the cables (Figure 3-6). 
Now lift the seat-back foam and material off the seat frame (the three 
OPDS sensor cables will come off with the seat foam).  

     

Figure 3-3: Side airbag (outlined arrows indicate bolts that cannot be seen here) 
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